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Book Review of How to Lie with Statistics

ZHANG Jimin

(University of Chinese Academy of Sciences,Beijing 101499, China)

Abstract ; Darrell Huff’s classic work How to Lie with Statistics is a landmark masterpiece that exposes da-
ta misuse and statistical manipulation. With incisive critical perspectives and vivid case studies, the book
deconstructs common statistical pitfalls in daily life,commercial advertising,and academic research,revea-
ling how data can distort reality through selective presentation, sampling bias,and graphical manipulation
and other means. Using accessible language and logically rigorous arguments, Huff not only teaches readers
to identify typical patterns of “pseudo-statistics” but also fundamentally cultivates public critical thinking
toward data. This book remains a core text for statistical literacy and data education,with profound impli-
cations for promoting rational decision-making.
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