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From Formal Medium to Institutional Medium:
A Structural Turn Study of Chinese New Media Art in 2024

DING Zhining
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Abstract: This paper takes the exhibitions,creative practices,and critical texts of Chinese new media art in
2024 as its research focus,proposing to understand it as a form of “institutional media” practice centered on
mediating mechanisms,rather than a mere formal experiment driven by technological innovation. The study
traces the conceptual evolution of new media art within media studies,arguing that when media no longer
serve only as carriers of images and information but become social apparatuses that organize perception,
distribute attention.and shape subjectivity,artistic reflection has shifted from “formal media” to “institu-
tional media”. In the context of global technological acceleration, new media art has increasingly moved
closer to mainstream art and commercial visual systems, undergoing legitimization and infrastructuraliza-
tion at the institutional level.. This trend prompts artists and researchers to reconsider its goals and re-
sponsibilities. The paper identifies five major areas of practice in 2024 : media archaeology and the re-cont-
extualization of technological temporality; Posthuman collaboration and platformized labor driven by Al co-
creation; ; immersive experience revealing affective governance and sensory politics; artistic engagement
with urban and rural digital infrastructures;and virtual reality and digital identity as critiques of platform
governance and subject formation. By revealing the mechanisms of media, production, perception, space,and
subjectivity,the paper argues that even as new media art becomes institutionalized, it maintains a critical
awareness——participating in institutions while reflecting on them, using digital platforms while exposing
the power structures behind algorithms. Consequently,new media art is gradually transcending formal and
aesthetic exploration to become a critical artistic form and mediating force with the significance of “new
productive forces” ,intervening deeply in social structures and perceptual mechanisms.

Keywords: New media art;institutional media; generative artificial intelligence CAD ; politics of perception;
new productive forces
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