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Book Review of Trans forming Rural China

XIAO Haotian
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Abstract: In Trans forming Rural China ,Guy M. Robinson examines the profound transformations of rural
China since the reform and opening-up period, providing a systematic analysis of the main pathways and
structural characteristics of rural transformation from economic, social, and ecological perspec-
tives. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach,the author highlights the central role of state policies and in-
stitutional arrangements in shaping this transformation. He argues that China’s countryside has evolved
from a traditional agrarian society into a complex and multifunctional spatial configuration,characterized by
the restructuring of urban-rural boundaries, the differentiation of rural functions, and increasing regional
disparities. Through analyses of phenomena such as“hollowed-out villages”, peri-urban transitional zones,
and“left-behind” populations, the book reveals the complex changes in rural social structures and spatial
forms under rapid development. This review evaluates the book from three dimensions:the mechanisms of
rural transformation,the logic of state governance,and the restructuring of urban-rural relations. It argues
that the book’s contribution lies in situating China’s rural development within an integrated transforma-
tion framework and in emphasizing the interactive relationship between policy intervention and structural
evolution. In doing so,it provides a convincing analytical perspective for understanding rural revitalization
and urban-rural integration. In addition,its discussions on ecological restoration and poverty alleviation of-
fer useful insights for addressing the risk of large-scale poverty relapse and advancing agricultural and rural
modernization. Although the micro-level mechanisms could be further elaborated, the book as a whole of-
fers important insights into the complexity of contemporary rural transformation in China.
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