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Book Review of The Lady Tasting Tea : How Statistics
Revolutionized Science in the Twentieth Century

YANG Yifan

(Soochow University,Suzhou 215123, China)

Abstract: The Lady Tasting Tea: How Statistics Revolutionized Science in the Twentieth Century is an
important work by American statistician David Salsburg that reconstructs the statistical revolution of the
twentieth century from a historical perspective. Taking the classic “Lady Tasting Tea” experiment as its
narrative starting point,the book systematically combs the evolution process of statistics from a descriptive
tool to a core paradigm of scientific reasoning, with a particular focus on the methodological contributions
of statisticians such as Fisher, K. Pearson,and Gosset. Its distinctive feature lies in situating complex sta-
tistical concepts within the context of the history of science. Through case studies,it elucidates the forma-
tion context of core ideas such as randomness, hypothesis testing,and experimental design,revealing the
remolding effect of statistical models on modern scientific paradigms. This book not only offers enlighten-
ment from a historical dimension for statistics researchers,but also demonstrates the philosophical signifi-
cance of statistical thinking in dismantling determinism and establishing a probabilistic worldview through
interdisciplinary cases. It serves as an important reference for interdisciplinary research in the current era of
data science.
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