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Book Review of On the Philosophy of Higher Education

ZHANG Jimin

(University of Chinese Academy of Sciences,Beijing 101499, China)

Abstract:On the Philosophy of Higher Education is an important work by Brubacher discussing the rea-
son for existence and operational principles of the university. The book revolves around advanced knowl-
edge.academic freedom,university autonomy,curriculum organization,and the social responsibility of high-
er education. The author summarizes the foundations of higher education as two threads:the epistemologi-
cal and the political. The former emphasizes the intrinsic value of the pursuit of knowledge,while the latter
emphasizes the university’s responsiveness to public life and social development. This review argues that
the book’s significance lies in not in providing specific management solutions, but in helping readers re-un-
derstand the nature of the university. It tells us that a university can neither be detached from society nor
be entirely driven by short-term indicators. Even today, especially when higher education is becoming in-
creasingly massified and the pressure of university evaluation is growing, this way of thinking remains
highly relevant.
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