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Book Review of Breaking the
Deadlock of Rural Revitalization

ZHANG Jimin

(University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 101499, China)

Abstract: Breaking the Deadlock of Rural Revitalization :11 Thoughts on Chinese-style Agricultural and
Rural Modernization discusses rural revitalization within the context of Chinese-style modernization and
the changing global landscape. Rather than offering a simple policy interpretation, the book explores the
practical pathways of agricultural and rural modernization from the perspectives of small farmers, collective
economy ,ecological resources, county-level economies, and rural governance. This review argues that the
book’s major contribution lies in returning to the specific conditions of China’s rural areas and highlighting
the agency of farmers, the capacity of grassroots organizations, and the value conversion of ecological re-
sources. It reminds readers that rural revitalization cannot rely solely on project-driven approaches,nor can
it simply copy external agricultural models. Only by understanding food security,farmers’ income growth,
rural governance,and urban-rural integration within the same framework can we form a more solid founda-
tion for building an agricultural powerhouse.
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