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Problems of “Non-Food” Cultivated Land in China in the
New Period and Suggestions for Countermeasures

SONG Wei"* " ,LIU Yaqun', HAN Ze', YANG Dazhi',
LI Junfang',LIU Bo',CAO Congjie'

(1. Key Laboratory of Land Surface Pattern and Simulation,Institute of Geographic Sciences and
Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China;2. Hebei Collaborative

Innovation Center for Urban-rural Integration development,Shijiazhuang 050061, China)

Abstract; With China’s economic and social development, under the influence of many factors, such as the
low efficiency of grain cultivation and the formation of a pattern of specialization in agricultural produc-
tion,the phenomenon of “de-farming” and “de-fooding” of arable land has begun to emerge in some areas.
“Non-food” in China’s food production space at the same time,but also on the arable land will produce dif-
ferent degrees of damage. Therefore,this paper analyzes the background and challenges of the “degrading”
of arable land in China in the new era,and reveals in depth the regional and typological characteristics of
the “degrading” of arable land,its causes,and its impact on food and ecological security. The paper finds
that the background of “non-food” cropland stems from the diversification of agricultural production and
the need to explore alternative land uses other than traditional food crops,and poses a challenge to China’s
food security by affecting the food supply. In the future, we should explore the formation of a long-term
mechanism to strengthen the policy guidance of “non-food” and improve the efficiency of arable land for
food cultivation in order to stimulate farmers’ incentives to grow food. The article puts forward counter-
measures to enhance the willingness of business entities to grow food and prevent the “degrazing” of arable
land from the perspectives of policy guidance, multi-party participation,standard construction and compen-
sation mechanism,with a view to providing certain reference significance for the protection of arable land in
China in the future.
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